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treated her as if she were civilized (which she was not), 
and to-day she stands in the forefront. Does any man 
believe that if when Perry opened the ports of Japan, 
England (and I mention her because she is the one 
country that has best learned how to colonize) — does 
any one suppose that if England had been asked to take 
possession of that island, Japan to-day would be the 
ally of England ? No. We carried to those people the 
best, and we appealed to the highest motive, and see 
the result. 

Now, brethren, I will not dwell upon it, but I do ask 
you, because you form public opinion, because the future 
is dependent upon you, not to attribute evil motives to 
those whose methods you do not approve of, but believe 
that the Anglo-Saxon race is to-day actuated by the 
highest and the noblest motives. But remember that it 
is possible for us, as for the Son of God, to be tempted 
to throw ourselves into hell. 



A Retrogression in Civilization. 

The following passage is taken from an address deliv- 
ered at the recent annual meeting of the British Peace 
Society by Rev. John Hunter, D.D., one of the most 
eminent Nonconformist preachers of London : 

" The day of war, alas, is not past, but morally it is an 
anachronism and retrogression in civilization. It ought 
not to be necessary now between civilized and Christian 
nations. It is a method and device of a barbarous period 
of social progress, and wherever practised, by modern 
nations, in some period of critical strain, it ought to be 
regarded like capital punishment as a horrible and tragi- 
cal thing, not to be welcomed, not to be rejoiced at, but 
to be lamented, as a crime against humanity and a sin 
against God. For how it reverses all the natural and 
moral relations of men, and it decides nothing as to the 
right or wrong of the questions at issue — only which is 
the stronger of two military forces. A mere physical 
conquest can confer no moral right. Might cannot be 
right [applause], and the successes brought by viola- 
tion of, or compromises with, moral law, are the most 
dangerous successes that can be won by men or nations. 
The true strength of nations rests in their allegiance to 
the highest ideal, and law, which they see and know. 
This, which is the teaching of religion, is the verdict of 
history. There never was a bolder and braver predic- 
tion than the third beatitude, " Blessed are the meek, for 
they shall inherit the earth." Though the word " meek " 
has been spoiled for us by its association with weakness 
and want of spirit, yet we know well what it meant. 
Jesus meant that the coming race would not be a coarse 
and brutal and arrogant people, but a race strong in all 
the higher qualities, strong in justice, strong in truth, 
strong in love and sympathy and self-sacrifice and reli- 
gion ; chivalrous, gentle, friendly, brotherly people. It 
is a bold prophecy, I say ; but to an extent which few 
realize, it has become true, and will become more and 
more true as years and days go by. The progress of 
civilization so far has actually consisted in the gradual 
ascendency in communities of the higher human qualities 
and of the unselfish virtues. And all noble development 
is in this direction, in leaving behind us our animalism, 
brutalism and barbarism, and all the methods and ways 



born of them. In the lower and ruder stages of life, the 
survival of the fittest seems a merciless law, but by and 
by it takes on a new expression ; it takes the weak under 
its protection, by summoning to their aid those human 
sympathies which render it necessary for the strong to 
help and defend the weak, if they themselves would 
come off conquerors in the struggle and vindicate their 
own fitness to live. Let us not turn our faces away, 
then, from the possibility of universal peace. Let us 
keep the ideal of Christian civilization steadily before us 
— the nations of the world bound in the bonds of 
brotherhood. We are no longer at the brutal and bar- 
barous stage of social evolution ; and it is no longer right 
to think and speak about war as men used in less en- 
lightened times, praising and glorifying, as did Tennyson 
in "Maud," that worthless and, even then, antiquated 
barbarism — the Crimean war — because it broke in 
upon a state of things at home that was full of wrong 
and shame. If war is to be encouraged on the ground 
that without it the noble passions and heroic virtues 
grow cold and die, why do we not return to the savage 
state when every man was a fighter? But " Peace hath 
her victories no less renowned than war"; and the 
manly and heroic qualities need have no difficulty in 
finding, as they have found, other fields for their exer- 
cise and display than the battlefield. Think of the great 
moral and social reforms which were carried forward 
during the reign of Queen Victoria without shedding a 
drop of blood. Let us do the fullest justice to the cour- 
age that is shown in battle, but let us also remember the 
courage, the moral and Christian courage that is shown 
in the service of truth and charity. It is time that war 
was seen in its true colors, stripped of the trappings 
with which it is usually adorned. No matter how 
righteous or unavoidable it may seem to be, its actual 
facts are ever unspeakably horrible, its methods brutal 
and morally vulgar. Few of us have imagination enough 
to realize the enormous costliness of the war-system as 
it is in Europe, even in times of peace. All that is an- 
nually spent on libraries, art galleries, and on public 
education is more than swallowed up by a few days of 
war. That is part of the cost which civilization pays to 
barbarism. And to all this we have to add the diversion 
of the mental and moral energies of a people from the 
ennobling arts of peace with all their fruits. 



New Books. 

The Influence of Emerson. By Edwin D. Mead. 
Boston: The American Unitarian Association. 304 
pages. Price, $1.20 net. 

Students of Emerson, this, his centennial year, will 
find this book a most valuable aid in their studies. It 
blazes the way in the Emersonian forest and shows how 
to proceed in order to a just and adequate comprehen- 
sion of the character and remarkable influence of Emer- 
son on American literature, thought and religion. Mr. 
Mead has been a patient, painstaking, sympathetic, and 
even enthusiastic student and interpreter of the Concord 
thinker and philosopher for a full quarter of a century. 
The three chapters of this book, "The Philosophy of 
Emerson," " Emerson and Theodore Parker," and " Em- 
erson and Carlyle," portray the salient features of Emer- 
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son's thought and work as Mr. Mead conceives him. 
The quotations from Emerson's writings, of which the 
book is so interestingly full, are well made, and enable 
the reader to see the philosopher and poet through his 
own utterances, — a most excellent way indeed, if it 
were not so difficult sometimes to understand what it 
really was that he was trying to say in those wonderful 
phrases, whose beauty always remains even when the 
thought is too profound to be easily comprehended. 
Quotation from Mr. Mead's book would be of little 
value in giving any proper idea of it, as what he says 
hangs together from end to end so closely that one does 
not know where to start or stop. Read the whole book ; 
it will stimulate you and do you good, even if you do 
not always agree, as you certainly will not, with either 
Emerson or Mr. Mead. 

Bertha von Suttner die " Schwaermerin " fuer 
Guete. With portraits and a selection of "thought- 
pearls." By Leopold Katscher. Dresden : E. Pierson's 
Verlag. Preis 50 pfg. 

In this booklet of 130 pages Mr. Katscher, a warm 
personal friend of hers, gives a brief history of the life 
and work of the Baroness von Suttner, whose sixtieth 
birthday was observed by her many friends on the 9th 
of June. It contains two portraits of the Baroness, one 
of her when she was thirty years old, the other from a 
recent photograph. Mr. Katscher has also collected 
from the Baroness' works, of which she has produced a 
large number, and put into his booklet a hundred or more 
of her epigrammatic sayings in which the fine, practi- 
cal, humanitarian spirit of the author is vividly revealed. 
Many of these are peace sentiments from her different 
works. The book would be an admirable one for stu- 
dents of German in our schools and colleges, and we 
should be glad to see it widely used in this way. 

First Steps in Public Speaking. By George W. 
Hoss, LL. D. Topeka, Kansas : Crane & Company. 

One who has ever done any public speaking will wish, 
when he takes up this little book and examines a few 
pages of it, that he had had the privilege of reading 
every line of it before he first ventured upon his feet to 
say something to an audience. It probably contains as 
much good sense about public speaking — not "orating," 
for there is none of that in it — as has ever been put 
into the same number of pages. Dr. Hoss, the head of 
the Western School of Oratory at Wichita, Kansas, has 
had long experience as a public speaker and teacher of 
youth in the art of speech, and he has built up his " short 
and simple " story, touching the art of speaking in a 
natural and therefore scientific way. The book is free 
from that high-flying verbiage which ruins so many 
works on oratory. The author makes no pretense that 
his work is other than elementary, but his elements are 
applicable to all public speaking, not to that of tyros 
only, and whoever masters the principles which he sets 
forth will never really need anything else except a good 
head, a good tongue, a good education, good sense and 
practice. These good things are a good deal, and Dr. 
Hoss does not propose to make public speakers of those 
who have them not. One of the finest of the fine arts is 
that of plain, simple, natural, intelligent, effective speech, 



and Dr. Hoss tells in a plain and practical way how to 
take " the first steps " therein. There is one particular 
commendation of his work : He teaches public speaking 
in the interests of the promotion of truth and right and 
goodness, the abolition of war and all other evils, and 
the setting up of the Kingdom of God among men. 

Pioneers of Religious Liberty in America. Bos- 
ton : The American Unitarian Association. 396 pages. 
$1.50 net. 

The chapters of this book were given as lectures in 
the First Church in Boston in the spring of this year, in 
what is known as " The Great and Thursday Lecture " 
course. The purpose of the book is to set forth some of 
the great principles through which religious freedom in 
this country was achieved, and the characters and labors 
of the great men who advocated and made them tri- 
umphant. The authors of the Chapters are Edwin D. 
Mead, President Faunce of Brown University, Willis- 
ton Walker, D. D., Benjamin F. Trueblood, Thomas R. 
Slicer, Professor Wm. W. Fenn of Harvard, Dr. Wash- 
ington Gladden, John Coleman Adams, D.D., Professor 
Francis G. Peabody, Rev. James Eells, and Dr. Samuel 
A. Eliot. The pioneers of religious liberty of whom 
they respectively treat are William Brewster, Roger 
Williams, Thomas Hooker, William Penn, Thomas Jef- 
ferson, William Ellery Channing, Horace Bushnell, 
Hosea Ballou, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Theodore Parker 
and Phillips Brooks. This list of writers and of emi- 
nent men whose work is treated in its pages ought to 
secure for the book a very wide reading. 

Form of Bequest. 

I hereby give and bequeath to the American Peace 
Society, Boston, a corporation established under the laws 

of the State of Massachusetts, the sum of dollars, 

to be employed by the Directors of said Society for the 
promotion of the cause of peace. 



MANAGER WANTED. 
We desire to employ a trustworthy lady or gentleman to 
manage our business in this County and adjoining territory. 
Our house is well and favorably known. 

$20.00 Straight Cash Salary and all Expenses paid 
each week by Check direct from Headquarters. 

Expense money advanced; previous experience unnecessary; 
position permanent. Address, Thomas J. Cooper, Manager, 
1040 Caxton Building, Chicago, 111. 



THE "WHIM." 

Ernest Crosby (author of " Captain Jinks, Hero") 
and Benedict Prieth, Editors. 

The " WHIM " is an artistic monthly magazinelet 
which handles War and Militarism without gloves. 

Price, 5 cents per copy? by the year, 50 cents. 
THE "WHIM," box 288 Newark, N.J. 



